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“Tf the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 
If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are 
not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you.”—JOHN 15: 18, 19. 
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THIRD DAY. 
Sunpay, April 8, 10 a.m. 
The choir and congregation sang the bymn commencing: 
Redeemer of Israel, 
Our only delight. 
Opening prayer by Elder Charles W. Penrose. 
Singing by the choir: 


All bail the glorious day, 
By Prophets long foretold. 


ELDER RUDGER CLAWSON, 
of the Quorum of the Apostles, addressed the congregation. He said he 
thought that, thus far, this conference had been one of the best since the 
organization of the Church. There has been great improvement among 
the. Latter-day Saints during the past year, but there were still some 
things that need attention. 

The purpose of the Lord in revealing to the Prophet Joseph Smith that 
there was to be a day of vengeance and judgment was not to create in 
their minds fear, but merely to let them know that such a day was com- 
ing, so that there should be preparation made for that time, that they 
might escape that day. 

The speaker urged the necessity of keeping proper record and history — 
of all things in the Church. Some baptisms and other ordinances that 
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were perfermed in early days had been rejected of the Lord because there 
was no record kept of them. There has been a great improvement in this 
line of late years. The tithing records of the Church were never before 
in such good condition as to-day. Every man, woman and child who paid 
tithing could find their names written in the records of the Church. A 
record is also being kept of all people who are not tithe payers so that it 
might be known who are faithful and who are not. There is not a man 
or woman in this Church who does not pay tithing but that his or her 
name is written in this book. There has been a great improvement in 
the Church in the past few months, and if there shall be as much improve- 
ment in the next year, Zion would indeed be in a prosperous condition. 
A record is kept of all things in the Church and every person has credit 
for what he does as well as for what he has not done. There has been 
an effort to find out the reasons of people for not paying their tith- 
ing. It has been found that many of the Priesthood do not pay their 
tithing, and many curious reasons were given for their failure to do so. 
Some were not converted to the principle and others had no faith in the 
Gospel. Some could not afford it, and others did not pay their tithing 
because they did not like the Bishop. 

The speaker continued for some time, clearly elucidating the existing 
condition regarding the principle which was the leading topic of his 
remarks. 

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH 

addressed the Conference. The subject of his discourse was the law of 
Tithing. He said,in substance: This principle is of vital importance, 
not only to the body of the Church, but to all of its members as individ- 
uals. He who fails to observe it ignores the claims and well-being of the 
Church. He contributes nothing to the erection or maintenance of tem- 
ples, the spread of the Gospel or any other of the vital interests of the 
work of God, and is therefore not entitled to receive any of the sacred 
ordinances of the plan of salvation. Every member should have that 
loyalty of spirit that would cause him to regard it as a personal injury 
to be deprived of the privilege of contributing to the support of the 
Church of Christ. 

Tithing is the law established by God to provide revenue for the needs 
of the Church, that it may expand in temporal as well as spiritual direc- 
tions. There is no law in existence so equitable or beneficent as this. 
When the Lord revealed the Gospel He revealed the principle of gather- 
ing, that the people might come together from the nations that the Church 
might be organized according to the law of the land, that this people 
might not be without influence and power in the world. That we might 
have means to accomplish the work of God in relation to temporal affairs, 
the law of tithing was revealed in place of the principle of consecration, 
which the people rejected, because they were not prepared for it. The 
substitute law provides means for various objects of the Church that 
could not be accomplished without it. The Lord lays great stress upon 
its importance, and declares that if it is not obeyed this will not be a land 
of Zion to His people. 
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By this sacred principle the loyalty of the members of the Church is 
tested, and those who cut themselves off from the blessings of the Gospel 
by their non-compliance become known by their course of disobedience. 
This law is just as essential as are what we call the first principles of the 
Gospel. If a person should keep all the laws save one, he would be a 
transgressor, and would therefore not be entitled to a fullness of blessings. 
It is not the amount paid by the individual that brings him the beneficent 
result, but the act of itself, if it satisfies the law. The speaker had heard 
of an instance of a Bishop declining to receive tithing from a woman, on 
the ground that she was “too poor.” This was wrong because, if the 
objection prevailed, it would exclude this sister from having her name 
enrolled in the book of the law of the Lord. The Lord says that those 
who, by disobedience, have not their names thus enrolled shall have their 
names taken from the other records of the Church, and their genealogies 
shall not be kept. 

Every man, woman and child who earns anything should be taught and 
encouraged to prove their obedience by giving one-tenth of all they re- 
ceive to aid the work of the Lord. | 

President Smith here related an incident which came under his own 
immediate observation. A widow selected a quantity of the best of her 
farm products, and sent the load to the tithing store. When it arrived 
there one of the clerks told her it was a shame that she should have to 
pay tithing, seeing she was a widow and had to support her children. 
Her reply was to the effect that the man who addressed her should be 
ashamed of himself for suggesting that she take a course that would 
deprive her of a blessing. This woman was always faithful in her com- 
pliance with this law, and the Lord gave her comfort and prosperity. 
Me must obey the law which was revealed to test the Saints and pro- 
vide revenue for the Church. The Lord will bless those who doso. But 
it should be honored because it is a law of God. 

ELDER WM. H. SMART, 
president of the Eastern States mission, said: I take great pleasure in 
assembling with you in this conference and I am enjoying a spiritual 
feast, in listening to the counsels that come to us from God through His 
holy servants. The uppermost thought in my mind is that God has indited 
the counsels that have been given to us in our meetings thus far. I have 
been away from the body of the Church for two years, as a missionary to 
the Eastern States. While I have been absent when conference time has 
rolled around my spirit has been here and I have longed to sit under the 
sanctuary and receive the word of God as it is given from time to time 
by His servants. I desire to bear my testimony to you, my co-laborers, 
that God has inspired His Prophet in this day with regard to the law of 
tithing, and that this spirit is not only in Zion but that it has spread 
abroad into every part of the world where the Saints and Elders are liv- 
ing. A little less than a year ago, after the word of the Lord had come 
through our Prophet with regard to this law of tithing, we caught up the 
spirit of it in the Eastern States mission. It electrified us. It was noth- 
ing but the power of God that did it. The spirit bore witness to us that 
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that word was from God and that it was not of man. I do not feel that 
I have power to take up your valuable time this morning, but I did want 
to bear this testimony unto you, and I do it in the name of Jesus Christ. 


Amen. 

ELDER E. H. NYE, 
president of the California mission, next addressed the congregation. He 
spoke substantially as follows: 

My brothers and sisters—It is a wonderful privilege to meet with you 
in this conference. It seems as though I am hardly able to control my 
feelings, I am so overcome with joy in meeting with the Saints of the 
Most High. The spirit that has prevailed throughout this conference 
has been a joy to me, and I thank the Lord, my God, and my brethren— 
the Presidency—that I have been permitted to come up to Zion from the 
State of California, where I have been laboring for the past three and a 
half years, as a missionary. This grand question of tithing has been with 
us, and I bear testimony with my brother—Elder Smart—who has pre- 
ceded me, that the same spirit permeated the hearts of the Saints through- 
out the State of California and they have came to the front and paid their 
tithes and offerings and enabled us to carry on the mission in that part of 
the world. I rejoice in this and in the testimony that has been given, and 
in the spirit that has actuated the servants of God, who have spoken to 
us the words of life and salvation during these meetings. It seems to me 
that if we could comprehend the situation that every man and woman 
would rise in their strength and rejoice in the privilege of performing 
this wonderful work. We have in our own hands the key to the spiritual 
blessings of the Almighty. We meet together in our various wards and 
partake of the emblems of the flesh and blood of our Lord and Master 
Jesus Christ. In doing so we witness unto God the eterna] Father that 
we are willing to take upon us the name of His Son Jesus Christ and 
always remember Him, and keep the commandments which He has given, 
that we might always have His Spirit to be with us. Every time we par- 
take of this sacred ordinance we covenant anew that we will keep the 
commandments of God. Our brethren have been impressing upon us in 
a wonderful manner that it is a commandment of God for us to pay our 
tithes, and if we go to our meetings and partake of the sacred ordinance 
of the Lord’s Supper and then go and ignore this and the other command- 
ments of God, we become covenant breakers before the Almighty. If we 
will keep the covenants that we make every time that we partake of this 
sacred ordinance we will travel toward the standard of perfection. 

In the law of tithing we have the key to the wealth of the world and 
to the blessings of the earth, for the Lord makes the declaration that if 
we will pay our tithes and offerings, He will open the windows of heaven 
and pour forth such blessings as there shall not be room to receive. This 
has been manifested time and time again in the California mission. I 
could enumerate instances where individuals, through the payment of 
their tithes have been wonderfully blessed and prospered and have proved 
to their own satisfaction that the blessings of the Almighty came unto 
them through obedience to this commandment. 
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The choir and congregation sang: 


„ The Spirit of God like « fire is burning ; 
The latter-day glory begins to come forth.” 


Benediction by Elder Rulon S. Wells. 


CLOSING SESSION. 

2 p.m., singing by the choir: 

** Behold the mountain of the Lord 

In latter-days shall rise.” 
Prayer was offered by Elder Joseph E. Taylor. 
The choir sang: 
Come, listen to a Prophet’s voice, 
And hear the word of God.” 


THE GENERAL AUTHORITIES OF THE CHURCH 


were presented to the Conference for the votes of the assemblage, as 
follows: 


Lorenzo Snow, as Prophet, Seer and Revelator, and President of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in all the world. 

George Q. Cannon as First Counselor in the First Presidency. 

Joseph F. Smith as Second Counselor in the First Presidency. 

As members of the Council of the Twelve Apostles—Brigham Young, 
Francis M. Lyman, John Henry Smith, George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, 
John W. Taylor, Mariner W. Merrill, Anthon H. Lund, Matthias F. Cowley, 
Abraham O. Woodruff, and Rudger Clawson. 

At this point President Cannon stated that owing to the death of 
Franklin D. Richards a vacancy had been created in the council of the 
Twelve Apostles, and that the conference would be given an opportunity 
to vote for some one to fill the position. He then, in this connection, 
presented the name of Reed Smoot, and the vote was taken. 

The counselors in the First Presidency and the Twelve Apostles as 
Prophets, Seers and Revelators. 

Patriarch to the Church—John Smith. 

Firat Seven Presidents of the Seventies— Seymour B. Young, Christian 
D. Fjeldsted, Brigham Henry Roberts, George Reynolds, Jonathan G. 
Kimball, Rulon S. Wells and Joseph W. MoMurrin. 

Wm. B. Preston as presiding Bishop, with Robert T. Burton as his first 
and John R. Winder as his second counselor. 

Assistant Church historians: John Jaques and Andrew Jenson. 

General Church Board of Education Lorenzo Show, George Q. Cannon, 
Karl G. Maeser, Willard Young, Anthon H. Lund, James Sharp, J oseph F. 
Smith, John Nicholson and George H. Brimhall. 

General Superintendency of religion classes Anthon H. Lund, Karl G. 
Maeser and Radger Clawson. 

Lorenzo Snow, trustee-in-trust for the body of religious — 
known as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

John Nicholson, clerk of the General Conference. 

The voting in every instance was unanimous. 
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President Cannon announced that, in accordance with a legal require- 
ment, the names of the members of the board of directors of the Brigham 
Young Academy, Provo, would be presented for the vote of the conference. 
They are: George Q. Cannon, Wilson H. Dusenberry, Brigham Young, 
David John, Karl G. Maeser, Edward Partridge, Reed Smoot, Susa Y. 
Gates, Thomas R. Cutler, Joseph Don Carlos Young, William H. Seeg- 
miller and Stephen L. Chipman. 

The vote was unanimous. 

ELDER REED SMOOT, 


of the Council of the Twelve, said: My dear brothers and sisters, I feel 
exceedingly weak in standing before this vast audience this afternoon. 
No doubt many of you are surprised at my being called to this position, 
but I can assure you that noone in this audience was more astonished 
than I. Five years ago I was called by the mouthpiece of God to occupy 
a position in the presidency of the Utah Stake. It was a surprise to me 
at the time and I thought then that the Lord moves in a mysterious way. 
This afternoon when the same man of God told me that it was the will of 
the Lord that I should occupy a position as one of the Twelve Apostles, I 
certainly felt a more humble and more weak instrument in his hands 
for doing good than ever I did in my life. I beg of the brethren of the 
Twelve to bear with mein my mistakes. I beseech of you, my brothers 
and sisters, to give me your faith and prayers for I need them, that I may 
fulfil this position that I am called to. As God gives me wisdom and light 
and revelation, just so far can I do His will and serve Him in this calling. 
If I did not know that Jesus was the Christ and that the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints was His Church I can assure you that this 
calling that has been placed upon me would be the furthest from me to 
accept of any position that I could think of. 

My life in the past has been in a business direction more than in any 
other way, and now that this change has come and this call from God 
has been placed upon me, I hope and trust that I will do nothing to 
betray the confidence that has been placed in me this day. My only 
desire is that God will give me power to perform the duties that shall 
devolve upon me acceptably in His sight, and acceptable to the Apostles 
and the mouth piece of God upon this earth. To this end I beseech of 
you an interest in your faith and prayers that from now on I may be 
clothed with a Priesthood that will be some good to the children of men. 

I ask God’s choicest blessings upon His Church and upon every mem- 
ber thereof that unity, peace and strength may be with us continually 
until we become a light’unto the whole world, as has been predicted. In 
the name of Jesus Christ I ask it. Amen. 


PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 
read from the 88th section of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, and 
spoke upon the supremacy of law and the respective effects of obedience 
to and disregard of it. The grandeur and scope of the theme are such as 
to preclude the'practicability of giving a correct idea of the discourse in a 
brief synopsis, It will, however, shortly be published in full. 
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The choir sang the anthem: 
Heavenly Father we would worship Thy Great Name this Hallowed Day.” 
The solo parts were rendered by Sisters Lizzie Thomas Edward and 
Mabel Cooper. | 
Benediction was pronounced by Elder Francis M. Lyman. 
Conference then adjourned for six months.— Deseret News. 


— 


ARRTVALS.— The following named missionaries from Zion arrived in 
Liverpool per American line s.s. Waesland, May 3, 1900: For the 
British Mission—Wm. Checketts, Providence; Joseph D. Harker and 
Hyrum Bennion, Taylorsville; Jesse H. Argyle, Bountiful: Harry W. 
Cushing, Salt Lake City. For the Scandinavian Mission—Frederick W. 
Christensen, C. W. Christophersen, Richmond; Lars Neilson, Leamington. 

Sisters Annie Gardiner of Salt Lake City and Ellen Ash of Sugar House 
came with the Company, the former to meet her husband, Alfred Gar- 
diner, who is laboring in the London Conference; and the latter to visit 
relatives and search for genealogy. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—The missionaries for Great Britain that 
arrived on the 3rd inst., have been appointed to labor in the conferences as 
follows: 

Wm. Checketts, Birmingham; Jos. D. Harker and Jesse H. Argyle, 
Manchester; Hyrum Bennion and Harry W. Cushing, Nottingham. 

Elders Jos. W. Simons of the London Conference and Wm. Stirling of 
the Scottish Conference have been honorably released on account of affairs 
at home, they will sail from Glasgow, May 10, per s.s. Anchorsa, 

The following named missionaries have been honorably released to 
return home by the a.s. City of Rome from Glasgow, May 19, 1900: 

Alma L. Sargent and Franklin G. Burton, Nottingham Conference; 
F. G. Ralph, Bristol; J. R. Hodson, Leeds, and Inez Knight, London. 

Elder Ralph is just recovering from a severe and prolonged spell of 
sickness, and it was deemed wise that he should return although he has 
been in the field only about twenty months. 

Sister Knight was one of the first lady missionaries sent out, and the 
success attending her faith, perseverance and indefatigable energy, has 
fully demonstrated the wisdom of calling the ladies into the mission field. 
She is the first lady to fill a complete two'years’ service in the European 
Mission, although there are now others drawing close to that time. 

Elder Ernest J. Taylor has been transferred from the Manchester to the 
London Conference, and Elder Jos. G. Park and Sister Eva Ruth Park, 
from the Manchester to the Norwich Conference. 


NEwcasTLE CONFERENCE Nortice.—The Newcastle Semi-Annual Con- 
ference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held 
in the New Assembly Rooms, Shields Road, Heaton, on Sunday, May 20, 
1900. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a. m., and 2:30 and 6 p.m. All are 
invited, Seats free, 


—— 
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THURSDAY, MAY 10, 1900. 


DEVELOPMENT OF CONSCIENCE. 


Tun is something about a sincerely honest man that commands 
admiration, no matter how many mistakes he may make or how often 
he may have to struggle to gain his moral equilibrium. His mistakes are 
of the head and not of the heart, and, while he may struggle in weakness, 
his aim is high and his general trend is God-ward. The poet says, “An 
honest man’s the noblest work of God,” but it would be seriously profane 
to intimate that God ever made any other than an honest man. In the 
beginning He pronounced all His work good, but He gave commandment 
and left man free to make his choice, with good and evil before him. He 
would hardly expect man to always choose the best, for that would re- 
quire the knowledge, wisdom and strength of God Himself; but He placed 
within every human being a monitor called conscience, whose warning 
voice will either approve or condemn every thought, word or action of 
life, and he only who strives to be true to its warning voice can truly be 
called honest. It is true that there is a vast difference, in both scope 
and intensity, between the conscience of the savage and of one who has 
attained a high conception of Christian ethics and is striving for a life in 
consonance with the higher ideals, yet the savage may be living more 
carefully within the range of his rushlight conscience than is the Chris- 
tian within the wider scope of his of the electric rays; if so the savage 
must be counted superior to the Christian in honesty of purpose, for more 
was required of him who had ten talents than of him who had only one. 

Like all other faculties of the mind, conscience grows by exercise, and 
deteriorates when inactive, and, although environment furnishes oppor- 
tunities greater to some than to others, the responsibility for the activity 
necessary to development i is on the individual himself. 

Conscience is the voice of Deity whispering to the soul, “This is right, 
that is wrong; do this, refrain from that ;” and the difference between the 
highest Christian conscience and that of the savage is that the one has, 
by practice, become more susceptible to the still, small voice” than the 
other; but each will become more familiar with its language in direct 
proportion to the heed given to its admonitions, until finally it will be 
recognized as a principle of revelation, and, as the Savior said, “Will 
guide into all truth.” 

A man may go into a foreign country where the language is unknown 
to him, and, although people are talking all around him in words that are 
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full of meaning to those who are acquainted with them, to him they are 
but meaningless jargon, and so he pays but little heed to them; but 
gradually he learns a few common-place words and phrases, and can 
grasp a few of the more simple ideas, but the higher forms of expression, 
those that clothe the grander thoughts of that people, fall on his ear with 
no more meaning than the soughing of the wind, not because they are 
meaningless but because his mind is not prepared to perceive their 
import. Later on he learns to understand more and perceives beauties 
in that language and in the thoughts of the people that he never expected 
to find. This is a perfect parallel of the development of conscience in a 
repentant sinner. He has probably been raised up without religious 
training, the language of religious thought is meaningless to him, and the 
voice of conscience has hardly touched his understanding; but incident- 
ally he hears a Pentecostal sermon, preached by the authority of Jesus 
Christ and under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost; his conscience is 
awakened, he feels that he is carrying a weight of sin that he would like 
to unload, and he cries out, “Men and brethren what shall (I) do?” yet he 
sees only the grosser sins of his life, but after repentance and remission 
through baptism he feels a great relief, not realizing at first that there is 
anything further to do; but, after receiving the light of the Spirit, he 
soon experiences a greater awakening of conscience, which brings to view 
many things in his life that now appear sinful, which, under his former 
condition, were hidden by his grosser sins. As he begins to understand 
more clearly the language of the Spirit, the beauties and objects‘of life 
become more apparent and he realizes more fully his imperfections and 
the needs of continuous reformation. He now begins to understand the 
language of Deity under the name of conscience, which opens to his soul 
the joys of overcoming evil and the grandeur of a true Christiun life, 
with a bright horizon, bordering eternity, beckoning him on to greater 
victories and grander achievements. 
W. 


Br the following in the Liverpool Daily Post of May 4, it appears the 
Utah mine explosion proved more disastrous than was at first reported: 
„It is feared the death roll of the Utah mining disaster will reach to 
nearly 400. Up to yesterday morning 250 bodies had been recovered, and 
there were said to be 140 men unaccounted for. M. Cambon, the French, 
Ambassador, called at the State Department, and officially expressed the 
condolence of President Loubet and the French Republic with the American 
Government on the terrible result of the colliery explosion at Schofield.” 


Ir is desirous that all business letters connected with the Liverpool 
office should be addressed to Platte D. Lyman, 42 Islington. Orders for 
books or tracts, orders for money and business with the editorial depart- 
ment of the Star should each be written on seperate sheets, because 


each is attended to by different persons. By observing the above caution, 
mistakes and delay may be avoided. 


By letter from Elder J, A. Holdaway of Aleppa, Asiatic Turkey, we 
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learn that he is well and full of hope for the future of the Turkish Mis- 
sion. He is making friends among both Christians and Osmanlies. The 
Saints are well and are attending to their duties. 


CLxRkSs of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their conferences for publication as soon as possible after the close. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


WE extract from L. J. Nuttall’s letter of April 19, the following inter- 
esting paragraph : 

“We have recently closed a most enjoyable conference. The Spirit of 
the Lord was truly manifest. The brethren are all well and feeling well. 
The city and country is looking like an immense flower garden, fruit crop 
appears to be abundant, and we look for a great harvest of fruit and grain.” 


PRESIDENT JAMES L. McMurRkRIn writes a cheering letter from Eskil- 
stuna, Sweden, under date of May 2, from which we quote as follows: 


“We hold méeting here to-night in the best hall in town, and go to 
Christiania to-morrow, this will finish the appointments in Sweden. We 
have held sixteen publicand six Priesthood meetings in this Kingdom, and 
there have been sixty-seven baptisms reported. 

“A lady was baptized in Stockholm on Sunday night, that paid tithing 
and kept the Word of Wisdom for some time before she joined the Church. 

“A good work has been done in all the conferences, which is manifest 
by the increase in the number that keep the Word of Wisdom. The 
V. L. M. I. A. of this branch have unitedly decided to keep that law. Our 
meetings were all well attended, many strangers being present and the 
prospect for new additions to the fold is excellent.” 


Eiper James L. Buntine who was a zealous, faithful missionary in the 
Liverpool Conference twenty years ago, in a reminiscent letter from St. 
George, Utah, has the following to say among other good things: 

t is now more than three years since I was called to labor in St. 
George Temple as a regular worker and how I have enjoyed my labors 


there I cannot fully express. There angels are present and sometimes to 


the mortal eye, our loved ones who have gone before us are there to assist 
in giving records of the dead in body, but who live in the spirit. 

“Of course my labors here are, like yours in England, voluntary, but 
our heavenly Father opens up the way and the means, so that the great 
vicarious work of the next thousand years will go on, for we cannot obtain 
perfection without our dead nor they without us. 

“T expect to make my home here as ‘our Dixie’ climate is lovely. The 
long drought that has prevailed in Utah is broken and we have had many 
beautiful showers of rain this spring. Our prospect for abundance of fruit 
and good field crops never could be brighter, and our mining interest is 
being developed so that new life and prosperity is seen on every hand.” 
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Expzr J. W. Boors writes from Aintab, Syria, under date of April 17, 
1900, as follows: ; 


“Two more persons were baptized last week here in Aintab. Our asso- 
ciation is in good order, that is Sunday School and Young Mens’ Mutual. 
The Young Ladies’ Mutual we expect to start again soon. We need a few 
lady missionaries badly as you will see by the following: 

“Several American and English missionaries are here in the interest of 
the Protestant Churches, among whom is a very good woman, Mrs. Dr. 
Shepard, who has been reading some of our works and especially the 
Young Woman's Journal which I lend her. She called last Sunday to talk 
on the advisability of joining with us in our Mutual Improvement work 
and having the young ladies of her class do the same. 

“Had we two competent lady missionaries now it would do a great deal 
of good. 

“Elder Holdaway has returned to Aleppo. Word from Elder Larson 
at Sivas is cheering, but we expect him to leave us soon. 

“We are anxiously waiting the arrival of Brother Herman. 

“We believe the opportunities of making converts in this mission are 
ahead of any other, if the field could be worked as sytematically as that 
of the other missions, and that a personal visit to this land of one of the 
Presidency of the European Mission would lead to a far better understand- 
ing of the conditions in this field of labor.“ 


THE “CAMPBELLITES.” 


Bnornmm writes from Glasgow as follows in regard to 
an article that appeared in the Star: ä 


In issue of Stak dated March 15, there is an able article on ‘The t 
of Truth’ signed N.“ As N' to me is equal to Naisbitt' there, I believe 
you are the author. If so there is a step requiring your attention, or the 

Campbellites’ known to you are not one with the ‘Campbellites’ who 
have so often sought to ‘war with the saints’ here in Scotland. The sli 
is here—your article says, ‘The “signs following the believers” is as mu 
= mast of true discipleship as the Campbellites claim it to be.” Our r 

lites’ will not have these signs following the believer and have had the 
hardihood to call me a ‘fool’ and a ‘dupe’ because I had seen ‘these signs 
- follow,’ my mother first, my wife next, my family afterward, and felt them 
in my own body at various times in the interim; on one occasion specially 
a deformity in my own bedy was rebuked and ‘banished yp are power of 
God through the laying on of the hands of an Irish local Elder resident 
in Scotland. Was not I a fortunate ‘fool’ and a happy ‘dupe’? I have 
had a fairl ese gifts, and the 


wide experience in bearing testimony to t 
tes’ have the most hardened opponents.” 


Tux above communication is inserted at this date for the testimony 
contained therein and, incidentally, to correct the impression that the 
‘“‘Campbellites” alluded to and the ‘‘Campbellites” of Scotland are iden- 
tical. Alexander Campbell was born in Ireland but emigrated to America 
in early life, he was first a Presbyterian, then a Baptist, and an itinerant 
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preacher in several States. In Ohio he became the founder and leader of 
the sect known as the “Disciples of Christ.” To this church Sidsey 
Rigdon was attached when he heard of the Book of Mormon through 
Parly P. Pratt, who was also an adherent of Campbell’s, both in fact were 
preachers, but in the dispensations of Providence found a higher calling, 
albeit the former finally fell away and the latter still lives in his hymns 
and written books. 

The Scotch namesake was probably John McLeod Campbell the famous 
theologian, who was charged with heresy and deposed by the general 
assembly of the Scotch Church, he, however, refused to form a new sect 
or to ally himself with the afterward noted Edward Irving. He was a 
great writer and thinker, and left an impress upon Scottish religious 
thought which will long exist. The two men had little in common if our 
information is correct. 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE. 


Tue Manchester Semi-Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints convened in the Unity Hall, King Street, Oldham, 
May 6, 1900. President James Briggs made a short appropriate address 
and bade all welcome. 

There were in attendance of the Presidency of the European Mission, 
Platte D. Lyman and Henry W. Naisbitt; Elders A. Wootton and Jos. 
W. Smith of the Liverpool Office; President H. W. Manning, Elders 8. W. 
Parkinson, Henry Haslam, Moroni Moss, S. J. Parrish of the Sheffield 
Conference; President W. N. Hill, Elders Philip Quayle, M. T. Beck, Louis 
Jenkins and John Carter of the Liverpool Conference; Elders C. R. Bailey 
and P. F. Smith of the Newcastle Conference; Elder J. R. Hodson of the 
Leeds Conference, and the President, Traveling Elders and Lady Mission- 
ary of the Manchester Conference. 

The general authorities of the Church, and the Presidency of the Euro- 
pean Mission were presented and unanimously sustained 

Elder James Briggs was sustained as president, and Elder Nephi Larson 
as clerk, and the following named Elders as missionaries in the Manches- 
ter Conference: B. R. Birchall, Nephi Larson, Thos. B. Wheelwright, 
Jesse Argyle, Jos. Harker, Manchester district; Chas. Tucker, A. A. Woods 
and E. J. Taylor, Oldham district; Chris. Christensen and J. H. Worthing- 
ton, Heywood district; Edwin Watson and Willard Booth, Moorside dis- 
trict; James Jenkins, W. J. Wright, Jos. H. Downs and Jos. Davis, Bury 
district; Geo. C. Woods and J. A. Fishburn, Middleton district; James M. 
White and Stephen Thurston, Bolton district. 

The following statistical report for the last six months was read: Mis- 
sionaries from Zion—High Priests, 1; Seventies, 21; Lady Missionary, 1. 
Local Priesthood—Elders, 17; Priests, 14; Teachers, 6; Deacons, 8; mem- 
bers, 273 ; officers and members, 319; children under eight years of age, 89; 
total number of souls, exclusive of missionaties from Zion, 406. Tracts 
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distributed—from door to door, 34,351; at open air meetings, eto., 2,405: 
Books—sold, 78; loaned, 174; given away, 109, Strangers’ houses visited 
—with first tract only, 10,976; by first invitation, 180; by re-invitation, 
282. Gospel conversations, 1,702. Meetings held—hall, 213; cottage, 147; 
out-door, 9; Sunday school sessions, 80; M. I. A. meetings, 7; Bible or 
theological classes held, 22; Priesthood meetings, 14. Baptisms, 14; con- 
firmations, 13; ordinations, 3; children blessed, 4. Emigrated—over eight 
years of age, 12; under eight years of age, 5. Died—over eight vy odin 1 
age, 1; removed, 6; excommunicated, 1. Number of organized bran 

ches, 7. 

The remainder of the morning service was spent in listening to remarks 
made by President W. N. Hill of the Liverpool Conference. The speakers 
of the afternoon were Elder Jas. M. White and President H. W. Naisbitt, 
those of the evening were Elder A. Wootton and President Platte D. 
Lyman. The spirit of testimony and the power and might of truth char- 
acterized the remarks of the speakers during the conference. 

A Priesthood meeting was held at 127 Union Street, Oldham, on Monday 
morning. The Elders reported their labors of the past six months, and 
received instruction and encouragement from Presidents Briggs, Hill and 
Manning. Presidents Lyman and Naisbitt brought forth in bold relief the 
significance of and the duties attending the Priesthood. 

A social gathering at 127 Union Street on Monday evening, concluded 
a very enjoyable and profitable conference to all who attended. 

NxrRI Larson, Clerk of Conference. 


AMONG THE CONFERENCES. 


THREE or four days of ultra April sun was seen to have made a 
wonderful difference in vegetation, as our Midland train emerged from 
the Liverpool tunnels into the open; here and there the common daisy 
was seen among the grass, on the sheltered banks of railroad cuttings 
the golden buttercup was seen in bloom, and between Warrington 
and Stockport, the last remnants of the once great Lancashire Moss 
showed marked contrast to the subdued stretches of the same ancient 
quagmire—now smiling in the livery of green. 

Through the Derbyshire hills the Midland is a miracle; expense was 
surely no object in the building of this road, for it seems to combine 
within itself all the features of all roads. We dash between perpendicu- 
lar walls of rock and into tunnels, over towns and under towns, across 
rural lanes (the paradise of lovers), over solid highways, the ideal of the 
tourist wheeler, over rippling streams and placid rivers, past villages on 
the hill with the ever present spire, and by the little village church in the 
plain with its ivied tower, and close beside a sacred fane, with its monu- 
ments only preserved from desecration by a willing curve in the roadbed, 
80 as to leave, undisturbed, “God’s Acre,” “where the rude forefathers of 
the village sleep.” As we advance into “the Peaks”—the Switzerland of 
England,—hill and valley alternate in striking beauty and we envy the 
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man who can see “England afoot,” or traverse its “highways and by- “ways” 
on his unfed and uncomplaining steed. 

The railroad is wonderfully sacred in England, fenced with stone atk 
steel wire, hawthorn or board fences; there is no exit except you “stand 
and deliver,” and no entrance without a ticket in many places except by 
special permission ; bridges are innumerable too, you must go over or under 
the track; expensive stone, brick or iron structures of all styles, length 
and character are in ad infinitum, grand and semi-viaducts, stone bridges, 
iron ones, brick and wood, and it is quite a task or journey in many places 
to reach a desired platform or cross the line. Great, conservative, matchless 
England, with all thy faults, who would not love thee still? 

Through Derby to Nottingham is a lovely agricultural country, now 
looking fine, grass like emerald, covers right and left, where the hare, 
pheasant and partridge tell in passing, “We are preserved.” On odd 
barren spots the gorse is just beginning to bloom, in the copse the early 
feathery larch is beautiful, and the silver birch is changing color, while 
willows in variety show their catkins changing from gray to gold. But 
the city of lace and hosiery is reached at last, President Ruff giving a 
hearty, smiling welcome as we touched the platform. We were soon domi- 
ciled with Brother James Wells and his inimitable wife, then from refresh- 
ment we hastened to the hall, where a program (chaste and beautiful) was 
presented and seemed a fitting prelude to the more spiritual exercises of 
the coming Conference. 

The Sabbath services were enhanced by the favorable weather, as it 

brought Saints from the surrounding districts so, that the early meeting 
was unusually large, and the interest continued to the close. One feature 
had a marked effect on the sociability and enjoyment of the Sainte; an 
active, far-seeing committee had been appointed by President Ruff, and 
about two hundred had both lunch and tea on the premises; there was 
no wandering, no uncertainty, no extravagant price, “and it came to pass” 
that every one was satisfied. The brethren had worked, the sisters 
worked, and by hiring all the appointments, the tables looked fine, and 
finer still as fair hands decorated them with spring flowers that combined 
the beautiful with the essential. 
The Council meeting was great, touching in fact. seeing the intimation 
was out that President Ruff would hardly meet the brethren again in a 
similar capacity, his heart was too full for utterance, although both silent 
and active eulogy would have deferred that comment which would not 
“down” at the bidding of any authority. 

The Elders, Saints, and the Presidency will surely miss an able presid- 
ing officer, and wish him a pleasant journey to the land of Zion. 

A company was due in Liverpool, had, in fact, arrived on the day of 
Conference, April 22, so a hurried farewell had to be given to our host 
and hostess, to President Ruff and all the brethren, the train rolled out on 
a partially different route and we whirled past stone quarries, iron works, 
coal mines, lime kilns, brick yards and tile factories until we struck the 
Peaks,” which were now shrouded in clouds and mist. Rain began to fall 
and the landscape of beauty and surprises we had seen a-coming was lost, 
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and passing stations could hardly be recognized until we crossed the 
Mersey as the cold increased, and then we met our new missionaries in 
the offices at “42.” In a few hours they were distributed, save Elder 
Albert Herman destined for Turkey, who for a few days lingered mean- 
while, and Brother Christensen, of Salt Lake City, who having contracted 
a severe cold was admitted for recovery into the Royal Infirmary in 
Liverpool, where he is doing nicely. 

We were counting on Grimsby for Sunday the 29th, and hoping that 
April change would be superseded by the early breath of May. 

Saturday afternoon is a great time for tripping, and hosts of young 
wheelers take the train for a few miles, and then run back home again for 
appetite and pleasure. In the outskirts of all large towns and in the fields 
by little villages, hosts of the rising generation engage in field sports toa 
great extent; week end tickets furnish a good chance for “outers,” and 
as we ran through the Penistone hills the number of those going to Grimsby 
or rather sea-ward, largely increased. Late in starting we were late in 
arriving at our destination, where President Lyman was allotted to Brother 
Francis and Sister Thompson, and the scribe to Brother Edward and 
Sister Smith. On Sunday all the Elders of the Conference were present 
at 10 a.m., besides some Elders and many Sainte from Hull, as well as from 
Barnsley and other parts of the Conferences. At 2 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
the hall was filled. Lunch was provided between meetings, when the soul 

and liberality was so generous that next day’s lunch twice repeated failed 
to absorb the supply. Some excellent singing was had during the Con- ö 
ference, Brother Mellor from Sheffield came and conducted this part of : 
the Conference services with great success, Sister Shemmeld and Sister , 
Taylor were noted as giving valuable aid. 

The Priesthood meeting was an enjoyable time, and then about forty 
went down to Cleethorpe to hear the moaning of the ocean and to see the : 
breakers rolling in; several of the brethren had their first view and had | 
no words to offer, silence only seemed to suit the strangeness of the tide. | 
On Tuesday President Lyman paid an early visit to the pontoon (or great 
fish market) which is one of the sights of the world, over two thousand 
tons went from this entrepot in three days preceding the close of Lent, 
and he reported also that not long ago a box of plaice 140 pounds weight sold 
at auction (as all fish is) for £28 sterling. In the afternoon for photo's | 
visited the beautiful Grimsby Park, here the shrubbery and flower beds | 
were in rare order, cherry and flowering peach in bloom; the day being | 
fine and May the first, the Saints who visited with the Elders had a happy 
time. Trains of return being less numerous than in Liverpool, we made a 
surprise visit to Sister Good who, without a murmur, entertained eight of 
the Elders who called one after another; surely reward is certain where 
there is so much soul, and this Conference did surely show more of that 
than usual. It was the first one held in Grimsby, but the hospitality 
of Saints, inquirers and strangers, was continuous and unstinted; the 
Sainte are decidedly alive, ardent and prosperous. The spirit was excel- 
lent, the welcome wholesouled, and the Conference from the first meeting 
to the usual entertainment and from that to the last farewell, was one 
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